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Amendment to International Health Regulations (2005),

Term of protection provided by vaecination ;g:in-st yellow fe
of related JHR certificate of yaccination, extended tglife ©

YW fever is the only disease specified in the International Hea
(Ihx (2005)) for which countries may require proof of vaccination from travellers as 2

condition of entry under cernain circumstances an
traveller is not in possession of such a ceril

In May 2014, based on

10 update and amend A

ficate.'
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Annex 7 (yellow fever):

ver infection, and validity
{ the person vaccinated

Ith Regulations (2005)

d may tzke ceniain measures if an ammiving

{he recommendation from WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of '
Expents on immunization that 3 single dose of yellow fever vaccine confers life-long
pm'lcclion,: the Sixty-seventh World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA67.13 (2014)

nnex 7 of the ‘chulalions:’

The amg'ndmem 1o Annex ] of IHR (2005) (see Mow) enters into force and_will be
legally binding upon a)l IHR States Parties on 11 July 2016.

In the contexl of inicfnalioml ravel, the amendment 10 Annex 7

validity of the related

'mternational certificate of vaccination 3

changes the period of
gainst yellow fever, and

the protection provided by vaccination against yellow fever infection under the THR
(2005), from ten (mi years 1o the life of the persen (traveller) vaccinated. Accordingly,
asof 11 Jp‘i& 20 1;5: for both existing oY pew certificates, revaccination or a booster dose
(| yellogfever vaccine cannot be required of international tra
entry h‘té-a State Party, regardless of the date their intcmalio

-yaccination was initia

This lifetime validity ©

Ny issued.

{ these centificates applies automatically 10

July 2016, 28 well as centificates My issued.

vellers as 2 condition of
nal certificate of

centificates issued afier 11
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The following partial text of Annex 7 includes the new revised text (in bold)-

REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING VACCINA 710N OR PROPHYLAXIS FOR
SPECIFIC DISEASES . .

~
1. In oddition 10 67¥ recommendation concerning yaccination of prophylaxis. the
Jollowing dJiseases are those specifically designated under these Regulations Jor which
proof of vaccination o7 proph_vlnxis may be re§ uired for movellers as @ condition of enry
]

o a Stare Party:

Vaccinalion @ gainst yellow Jever.

2. Recommendations and requirements Jor t:acrinaliou agaiul yellow fever:
) )
i (c) For the purpose of this Annex: .

(i) the incubation period of yellow fever is six days:

(ii) yellow fever soccines approved by WHO provide protection agains! infection
starting 10 days following the adminisuration of the vaccine:

o (i) this protection CORITNES for the life of the person vaccinated; end

-" - i - k
‘*:\.‘;‘ (iv) the validity of a certificale of voccination against yellow fever shall extend
> 7 for the life of the person vaccinated, beginning 10 days afier the daie of

' i
K vaccinalion.

ns jnvolved in implementing the Dew requirements should review the full ext of
Annex 7. (Se¢ full text atached at end of the document.)

Questions and answers on specific issues:

1. Do travellers need 1o obiain BEW JHR certificaies of vaccination against yellow
Jever? B
‘Ne. Currently valid JHR international certificates of vaccination continue 10 be valid -
pow for the life of the tmrclkl'md:cﬂd-
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amendment to Annex 7, regardless of any such dates of vaccination of of validity on
existing certificates, they are now ?ulomtically valid for life.
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3. Do existing certificates of vaccination need to be changed or modified to show
they are valid for life? '
No. Nothing need or should be modified in the centificate; indeed under the THR any
changes, deletions, erasures or additions may cause a cenificale 10 be rendered invalid.

(See IHR, Annex 6(6).)

3. ;E)n new certificates, what term should be énter_ed in the space on the certificate
(see above) indicating the period of validity?

While the JHR do not specify the exact words 10 include on the certificate 10 indicate
lifetime validity of the centificate, WHO encourages countries 10 use words which
clearly and unambiguously indicate that the validity of the cenificaie is for life of the

_ vacginated. In this context, in orger 10 avoid potential confusion and
inli&rx‘jgpﬁon of international travel, WHO suggests using the same terminology in the
cerjificate as adopted in the revised text of Annex 7 which clearly states that the
etnificates are valid for life. In accordance with the IHR requirement that these
cortificates be completed in English of French (and may also be completed in anoiber
language in addition to English or French), please note that {he 1erminclogy used in
the revised Annex 7is as follows: ;

English: “life of persox vaccinated”
French: “vie entiére du sujet vacciné”

4. Does this amendment te the IHR (2005) affect what measures States Parties can
implement for the prrotection of their own populations oF what doctors may
advise their patients concerning vaccination against yellow fever, including  °

potential boosters?

WNo. The amendment ooly affects what countries may req\mt of international
wavellers asa condition of entry in terms of vaccination 3gainst yellow fever and
related 1HR international certificates of vaccination. Countries and health care
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providers continue 10 be free 16 make requirements on vaccination, revaccination or
boosters for their own populations, or patients, respectively.® )

S. What steps should States Parties take to Prepare for implementation of the new
certificate requirements on 11 July 2016 when they become legally required? )

* Inform all relevant authoritics, offices and personnel ' ,

* Train personnel responsible for review, processing and acceptance of jnternational
centificates of vaccination against yellow fever to ensure they can carry out their
functions fully on that date

* “~Review and update 2s necessary all laws, regulations, operating ruies or
procedures or other requirements concemning review, processing and acceptance of
international certificates of vaccination against yellow fever 10 ensure they are
consistent with the new requirements.

: |
The full 1exts of Annex 7, as amended and in force for all WHO Member States as of 1] July
2016, is Arabic, Chinese, English, Freach, Russian and Spanish are available at
www.who.intith, ‘ : -
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